[Peripheral distribution of lymphocyte subpopulations in Basedow's disease. Decrease in suppressor T-lymphocytes].
The distribution of B- and T-lymphocyte subpopulations was studied in peripheral blood of 45 patients with untreated Graves' disease and 45 sex- and age-matched healthy controls. Blood samples were taken at the same hour in all subjects. The following tests were performed: HTLA and E (AET) for relative T-lymphocyte count, complement receptor (EAC) and surface immunoglobulins (IgS, IgG, IgM, IgA, kappa, lambda) for relative B-lymphocyte count. In 23 subjects of each group the subpopulations of T-lymphocytes were defined by their reactivity with monoclonal antibodies OKT8 (T-suppressor cells) and OKT4 (T-helper cells). Compared with the control group, patients with Graves' disease showed a decrease in the number of T-lymphocytes (HTLA: P less than 0.05: EAET: P less than 0.001) a decrease in T-suppressor cells (P less than 0.01), and no significant difference in B-lymphocytes and T-helper cells. Thus, the main lymphocyte characteristic in Graves' disease is a decrease in the relative value of T-cells, specifically affecting T-suppressor cells.